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ABSTRACT
In the past the use of the Modern Greek Language was considered a given for the students of

Secondary Education who were requested to express their views in an essay-type language during the
lesson of Composition. The way of teaching was considered inadequate, according to modern theories,
which regarded the language as a phenomenon of the whole mental composure of a person. An
important step towards the change was the educational reform of 1976 with the establishment of the
“demotic” language in the Secondary Schools while the planning of a “functional grammar” which
would unify the grammatical and syntactical phenomena was announced. In 1982 a work group was
established targeting the renewal of the way of teaching the language in High School which was
followed by the experimental teaching of the first issue of Modern Greek Language in 1983. In 1984-
85 the systematic teaching of the first two issues began in the first two grades of High School. In 1985-
86 with the review by the Pedagogic Institute the material was divided in three issues, one for each
class of High School. In 1985 a work group was established for the writing of equivalent books for
Senior High School. In 1986-87 part of the tenth grade material was taught experimentally and so was
the eleventh grade material in 1987-88. In 1989 the third issue was published. The history and the
contribution of these books to the teaching of Modern Greek Language is being examined in this
review.
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