Reading list and resources for
Thematic Analysis

We (Virginia Braun & Victoria Clarke) have developed an extensive reading list,
organised into sections, to help guide you through the diversity of approaches
and practices around thematic analysis. For some, we provide a succinct
summary of what they offer. This is intended as a starting- rather than end-
point!

»Practical guidance and commentary on Braun and Clarke’s reflexive approach
to TA, written by us and various collaborators

»Practical guidance on Braun and Clarke’s reflexive approach, written by other
authors

»Practical guidance on Braun and Clarke’s reflexive approach — forthcoming
publications written by us and various collaborators

»Useful papers on thematic analysis by other authors
»Resources on thematic analysis in languages other than English
»Other approaches to thematic analysis

»Examples of descriptive/semantic (‘straightforward’) TA
»Examples of conceptual/latent (‘sophisticated’) TA

»Examples of essentialist/(critical) realist TA

»Examples of critical/constructionist TA/thematic discourse analysis
»Examples of TA using interviews

»Examples of TA using focus groups

»Examples of TA using qualitative surveys/questionnaires
»Examples of TA using story completion tasks

»Examples of TA using secondary sources

»Examples of TA using diaries

»Examples of TA using ‘naturalistic’ data

Practical guidance and commentary on Braun and
Clarke’s reflexive approach to TA, written by us
and various collaborators

Clarke, V., Braun, V., Terry, G & Hayfield N. (2019). Thematic analysis. In
Liamputtong, P. (Ed.), Handbook of research methods in health and social
sciences (pp. 843-860). Singapore: Springer.

e This chapter provides our most detailed discussion to date of the differences
between the three main types of TA (coding reliability, codebook and
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reflexive), and the different conceptualisations of a theme in TA (domain
summary versus pattern of shared meaning underpinned by a central
concept), as well as practical guidance on implementing our approach.

Clarke, V. & Braun, V. (2018). Using thematic analysis in counselling and
psychotherapy research: A critical reflection. Counselling and Psychotherapy
Research Journal, 18(2), 107-110.

e A commentary on the use of our approach in counselling and psychotherapy
research including a discussion of common problems in published research.

Clarke, V. & Braun, V. (2017). Commentary: Thematic analysis. Journal of
Positive Psychology, 12(3), 297-298.

e A very brief introduction to TA for researchers in the field of positive
psychology.

Terry, G., Hayfield, N., Clarke, V. & Braun, V. (2017). Thematic analysis. In
Willig, C. & Stainton-Rogers (Eds.), The Sage handbook of qualitative research
in psychology, 2" edition (pp. 17-37). London: Sage.

e A general introduction to TA that includes a discussion of the history and
development of TA and maps the terrain of TA (as we see it), also includes a
detailed worked example using interview data from a study of women’s
experiences of being childfree

Braun, V. & Clarke, V. (2016). (Mis)conceptualising themes, thematic analysis,
and other problems with Fugard and Potts’ (2015) sample-size tool for thematic
analysis. International Journal of Social Research Methodology, 19(6), 739-743.

e A commentary on Fugard and Potts’ (2015) paper proposing a power analysis
tool for determining sample size in TA research. We identify various
problematic assumptions underpinning this tool, and Fugard and Potts’
conceptualisation of TA and themes, and explain why the tool is not
appropriate for use in our version of TA.

Braun, V., Clarke, V. & Weate, P. (2016). Using thematic analysis in sport and
exercise research. In B. Smith & A. C. Sparkes (Eds.), International handbook
on qualitative research in sport and exercise (pp. 191-218). London: Routledge.

e This chapter discusses the use of TA in the context of sport and exercise
research and provides a worked example of coding and theme development
using focus group data from a broadly experiential study of women’s
perspectives on, and experiences of, exercise.

Clarke, V. & Braun, V. (2016). Thematic analysis. In E. Lyons & A. Coyle,
(Eds.), Analysing Qualitative Data in Psychology (2" ed.) (pp. 84-103).
London: Sage.

e A general introduction to TA including a worked example of coding and theme
development using qualitative survey data from the study of gay men’s
sense-making around their clothing and appearance practices.

Huxley, C., Clarke, V. & Halliwell, E. (2016). Report 2: Are lesbian and bisexual
women ‘protected’ from sociocultural pressure to be thin? A reflective account
of a thematic analysis study. In E. Lyons & A. Coyle, (Eds.), Analysing
Qualitative Data in Psychology (2" ed.) (pp. 306-321). London: Sage.
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e A condensed version of a paper originally published in the Journal of Health
Psychology (2014) with reflective commentary written by the first author
addressing various aspects of the research process and the written report.

Terry, G. (2016). Doing thematic analysis. In E. Lyons & A. Coyle, (Eds.),
Analysing Qualitative Data in Psychology (2" ed.) (pp. 104-118). London:
Sage.

e A chapter-length worked example of TA using the interview accounts of two
men who had transitioned from the army to civilian life.

Clarke, V., Braun, V. & Hayfield, N. (2015). Thematic analysis. In J. A. Smith
(Ed.), Qualitative psychology: A practical guide to research methods (3™ ed.)
(pp. 222-248). London: Sage.

e A general introduction to TA including a worked example of coding and theme
development using qualitative interview data from a study of bisexual
women’s visual identities.

Braun, V. & Clarke, V. (2014). Guest editorial: What can ‘thematic analysis’
offer health and well-being researchers? International Journal of Qualitative
Studies on Health and Well-being, 9, 26152.

e A very brief introduction to TA for researchers in the field of health and well-
being research.

Braun, V., Clarke, V. & Rance, N. (2014). How to use thematic analysis with
interview data. In Vossler, A. & Moller, N. (Eds.), The Counselling and
Psychotherapy Research Handbook (pp. 183-197). London: Sage.

e An introduction to TA for researchers in the field of counselling and
psychotherapy research, with a worked example of a TA of interview data
from a study of lived experiences of treatment/therapy for anorexia.

Braun, V., Clarke, V. & Terry, G. (2014). Thematic analysis. In P. Rohleder & A.
Lyons (Eds.), Qualitative Research in Clinical and Health Psychology (pp. 95-
113). Basingstoke: Palgrave MacMillan.

e An introduction to TA for researchers in clinical and health psychology, and
featuring worked examples of coding and theme development from an
interview study of sexual health professionals’ views on impediments to
sexual health in Aotearoa/New Zealand.

Clarke, V. & Braun, V. (2014) Thematic analysis. In T. Teo (Ed.), Encyclopedia
of Critical Psychology (pp. 1947-1952). New York: Springer.

e A brief discussion of TA for critical psychologists, including a consideration of
the potential of TA as a method for critical psychology.

Clarke, V. & Braun, V. (2014). Thematic analysis. In A. C. Michalos (Ed.),
Encyclopaedia of Quality of Life and Well-Being Research (pp. 6626-6628).
Springer, Dordrecht, Netherlands: Springer.

e A very brief introduction to TA for quality of life and well-being research.

Braun, V. & Clarke, V. (2013). Successful qualitative research: A practical guide
for beginners. London: Sage.

o Our qualitative textbook that includes our most detailed account of TA to-
date, including a worked example of TA using a focus group discussion on the
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‘so-called’ obesity crisis. The companion website includes various data sets
that can be used in teaching TA.

Clarke, V. & Braun, V. (2013). Teaching thematic analysis: Overcoming
challenges and developing strategies for effective learning. The Psychologist,
26(2), 120-123.

o A paper that considers some of the challenges of teaching TA to psychology
undergraduates and outlines some strategies for maximising the often limited
curriculum time dedicated to the teaching of qualitative methods in
psychology.

Braun, V. & Clarke, V. (2012). Thematic analysis. In H. Cooper, P. M. Camic, D.

L. Long, A. T. Panter, D. Rindskopf, & K. J. Sher (Eds.), APA handbook of

research methods in psychology, Vol. 2: Research designs: Quantitative,

qualitative, neuropsychological, and biological (pp. 57-71). Washington, DC:

American Psychological Association.

e A general introduction to TA, including a detailed worked example using
interview data from a study exploring gay student’s experiences of university
life.

Braun, V. & Clarke, V. (2006). Using thematic analysis in psychology.
Qualitative Research in Psychology 3(2), 77-101.

e The original paper in which we outlined our approach to TA; reprinted in: B.
Gough (Ed.), (2014). Qualitative research in psychology. London: Sage.

Top

Practical guidance on Braun and Clarke’s
reflexive approach, written by other authors

Howitt, D. (2012). Introduction to qualitative methods in psychology (2" ed.).
(Chapter 7: Thematic analysis). Harlow, Essex: Pearson Education.

Howitt, D. & Cramer, D. (2007). Introduction to research methods in
psychology (4™ ed.). (Chapter 21: Thematic analysis). Harlow, Essex: Pearson
Education.

Stainton Rogers, W. (2011). Social psychology (2" ed.) (Chapter 5: Qualitative
research in social psychology). Maidenhead: Open University Press.

Whittaker, A. (2009). Research skills for social work (Chapter 7: Analysing your
data). Exeter: Learning Matters.

Willig, C. (2013). Introducing qualitative research in psychology (3™ ed.).
(Chapter 6: Thematic analysis). Maidenhead: Open University Press.
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Practical guidance on Braun and Clarke’s
reflexive approach — forthcoming publications
written by us and various collaborators
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Braun, V. & Clarke, V. (2020). Thematic analysis: A practical guide. London:
Sage.

e The definitive guide to our approach!

Top

Useful papers on (reflexive) thematic analysis by
other authors

Connelly, L. M. & Peltzer, J. N. (2016). Underdeveloped themes in qualitative
research: Relationships with interviews and analysis. Clinical Nurse Specialist,
January/February, 51-57.

e We highly recommend this paper — the discussion of the limitations of
‘domain summaries’ compared to fully realised themes is particularly useful.

DeSantis, L. & Ugarriza, D. N. (2000). The concept of theme as used in
qualitative nursing research. Western Journal of Nursing Research, 22(3), 351-
372.

o A useful definition of the concept of the ‘theme’; helpful if you are struggling
to make sense of the difference between domain summaries and fully
realised themes.

Morse, J. M. (1997). “Perfectly healthy, but dead”: The myth of inter-rater
reliability. Qualitative Health Research, 7(4), 445-447.

o A useful discussion of some of the problems with the use of inter-rater
reliability in qualitative analysis.

Sandleowski, M. & Leeman, J. (2012). Writing usable qualitative health
research findings. Qualitative Health Research, 22(10), 1404-1413.

e A useful discussion of the limitations of domain-summaries and the
importance of developing full realised themes in order to produce ‘actionable
outcomes’ in applied research.

Top

Resources on thematic analysis in languages
other than English

This Prezi presentation offers a general introduction to Braun and Clarke’s
approach to TA in German.

There are Marathi and Hindi translations of our textbook Successful qualitative
research: A practical guide for beginners.

Safal Gunaatmak Anusandhaan: Naye shodhkartaon ke liye vyaavharik
Margdarshan (Hindi Translation of Successful Qualitative Research, 2018)

Yashasvi Gunatmak Sanshodhan: Navshikya Vidyarthyansathi Vyavharik
Margdarshan (Marathi, 2017)

Top
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Other approaches to thematic analysis

Approaches to TA that advocate the use of coding frames and inter-rater
reliability scores (‘small g’ or ‘coding reliability’ TA)

Boyatzis, R. E. (1998). Transforming qualitative information: Thematic analysis
and code development. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Guest, G., MacQueen, K. M. & Namey, E. E. (2012). Applied thematic analysis.
Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Joffe, H. (2011). Thematic analysis. In D. Harper & A. R. Thompson (Eds),
Qualitative methods in mental health and psychotherapy: A guide for students
and practitioners (pp. 209-223). Chichester: Wiley.

Joffe, H. & Yardley, L. (2004). Content and thematic analysis. In D. F. Marks &
L. Yardley (Eds), Research methods for clinical and health psychology (pp. 56-
68). London: Sage.

Approaches to TA based on the use of a codebook or coding frame
Nigel King’s Template Analysis website.

Brooks, J., McCluskey, S., Turley, E. & King, N. (2015). The utility of template
analysis in qualitative psychology research. Qualitative Research in Psychology,
12(2), 202-222.

Gale, N. K., Heath, G., Cameron, E., Rashid, S. & Redwood, S. (2013). Using
the framework method for the analysis of qualitative data in multi-disciplinary
health research. BMC Medical Research Methodology, 13,
http://www.biomedcentral.com/1471-2288/13/117

King, N. (2012). Doing template analysis. In G. Symon & C. Cassell (Eds.),
Qualitative organisation research: Core methods and current challenges (pp.
426-450). London: Sage.

King, N. (2008). What will hatch? A constructivist autobiographical account of
writing poetry. Journal of Constructivist Psychology, 21, 274-287.

King, N. (2004). Using templates in the qualitative analysis of text. In G.
Cassell & G. Symon (Eds.), Essential guide to qualitative methods in
organisational research (pp. 256-270). London: Sage.

King, N. (1998). Template analysis. In G. Symon & C. Cassell (Eds.),
Qualitative methods and analysis in organizational research (pp. 118-134).
London: Sage.

King, N. & Brooks, J. M. (2017). Template analysis for business and
management students. London: Sage.

King, N. & Brooks, J. (2017). Thematic analysis in organisational research. In C.
Cassell, A. L. Cunliffe & G. Grandy (Eds.), The Sage handbook of qualitative
business and management research methods (pp. 219-236). London: Sage.

Leal, I., Engebretson, J., Cohen, L., Rodriguez, A., Wangyai, T., Lopez, G. &
Chaoul, A. (2015). Experiences of paradox: A qualitative analysis of living with
cancer using a framework approach. Psycho-Oncology, 24, 138-146.
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Miles, M. B. & Huberman, A. M. (1994). Qualitative data analysis: An expanded
sourcebook, 2" ed. Thousand Oaks, CA: Sage.

Parkinson, S., Eatough, V., Holes, J., Stapley, E. & Midgley, N. (2016).
Framework analysis: A worked example of a study exploring young people’s
experiences of depression. Qualitative Research in Psychology, 13(2), 109-129.

Pope, C., Ziebland, S. & Mays, N. (2007). Analysing qualitative data. In C. Pope
& N. Mays (Eds.), Qualitative research in health care (pp. 63-81). Blackwell.
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